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Family Days at HMM

On Saturdays throughout June and Ju ly, Houston Mar i tim e Museum  has sponsored
Fam i ly Days! These sum m er Saturdays m ean free adm ission for  fam i l ies and
include fun activi ties for  kids. Each Fam i ly Day claim s a speci fic m ar i tim e-inspi red
them e, designed to exci te fam i l ies about seafar ing h istory and industry.

Som e recent topics have included container ization, Wor ld War  II, and Buffalo Bayou.
The
accom panying activi ties were Container  Jenga, strategy board gam es, and a race for
the bayou! On Ju ly 23, the “Bu i ld Your  Own Ironclad” activi ty drew a record num ber  of
visi tors, al l  eager  to craftthei r  own versions of the fam ous i ronclads.

As always, the costum es in  the Kids Cove also prove to be a popu lar  attraction  for
fam i l ies! Check out the photos below for  a look at the fam i ly fun at Houston Mar i tim e
Museum !

FROM THE COLLECTIONS HOLD:



U-596, A Type VIIC U-boat
by H. Steven Dittrich, HMM Docent

U-596

Artist: Ron ald Roberti
Accession  No: 2007.1.4

Bequeathed by James Leon Manzolillo, Founder

The submari ne U -596 was one of over 1100 U -boats (for “Unterseeboot” = “under-sea boat”) bui lt by
Germany both before and duri ng World War I I .  The TypeVII  was the most numerous of all the U -boats
bui lt by Germany, wi th over 700bei ng bui lt.

The U -596 was constructed at the Blohm & Voss shi pyardi n H amburg, Germany, and launched on
September 17, 1941.  After crew trai ni ng i n the Balti c,  and aftertwo bri ef shake-down crui ses,  the U -
596 started on the thi rd of twelve warpatrols on August 8,  1942, headi ng i nto the Atlanti c.  After si nk i ng
two convoyedshi ps,  she arri ved i n St.  N azai re,  France on October 3rd.

After refi t and re-supply,  the U -596 was transferred to theM edi terranean Sea and left St.  N azai re on
N ovember 4,  1942. She was much moresuccessful i n her new assi gnment,  si nk i ng ni ne more cargo
shi ps and tankers,gi vi ng her a total of 41,110 gross regi stered tons sunk . She also torpedoed LCI-
162(Landi ng Craft – Infantry,  380 tons) near Oran off the coast of N orth Afri ca.

As the fortunes of war turned agai nst Germany by 1944, theU -596 was damaged duri ng an ai r attack
by Ameri can bombers whi le she was dockedi n Pi raeus, Greece. Consi deri ng the heavy damage she
suffered, her crewscuttled the U -596 on September 24th,  1944.

Come by and see the U-596on di splay!

New Acquisitions: Naval Warships

Ear l ier  th is m onth  our  col lections staff added eight newm odels of Wor ld War  II era
warsh ips, the USS Enterprise CV-65, and a LCAC Landing Craft to the m useum .
Mrs.Karen Kahrs kindly donated these m odels to the m useum . Her  late husband
bui l thundreds of sm al l  m odels, including tanks, sh ips, and other  m i l i tary
equ ipm entand we are for tunate to add som e of h is un ique sh ips to our  col lection .

Am ong our  newest acqu isi tions are the HMS Hood and her  fam ous adversary,
theGerm an Battlesh ip Bismarck.

Another  th ree m odels represent un ique warsh ips from  theIm per ial  Japanese Navy. A
Tone-Classheavy cru iser , subm ar ine I-53, and an Ise-Classbattlesh ip. Th is
dreadnought, bu i l t dur ing Wor ld War  I, becam e obsoleteby the star t of the Second
Wor ld War . In  desperate need for  m ore ai rcraftcar r iers, Ise and her
sister  sh ip Hyuga underwent conversion to operate ai rcraft on the back hal f of the sh ip.
These two “hybr id car r iers” were sunk by Am er ican ai rcraft on Ju ly 27 and 28, 1945.

Meet the HMM Crew
Natalia Kapacinskas, Education and Outreach Intern

I’m  a r ising jun ior  at Southwestern
Universi ty, and I joined the Houston
Mar i tim e Museum  crew in  June as an
education in tern . I began by creating
educational  program m ing based on our
col lections. Since then, I’ve also been
runn ing our  social  m edia and design ing



our  Tum bl r  blog, wh ich I love for  i ts
abi l i ty to share our  col lections wi th  a
broader  audience. Dur ing m y tim e here,
I have also en joyed learn ing
about exh ibi t design and being a par t of
the m useum  envi ronm ent!

Tumblr Blog Launch

Thi s month,  we’ve revamped many of our
soci al medi a accounts.  Along wi th thi s,  we
have begun a blog on Tumblr.  Thi s blog wi ll
allow us to share museum news, i tems from
our collecti on,  and our events.

We have reached out to our docents and
volunteers for extra i nsi ght on content,  and
the blog has gi ven us j ust one more reason to
explore our collecti ons!

In the process, we’ve di scovered i nteresti ng
thi ngs such as a busi ness card case from our
founder Ji m M anzoli llo,  wi th cards featuri ng
an early H ouston M ari ti me M useum logo
desi gn (pi ctured at top ri ght).  On N ati onal
M oon Day, N atali a also wrote about Ji m's
flag that flew to the moon on the Apollo 11
mi ssi on!

Vi si t us on Tumblr to take a look  at our blog
and learn about more of our recent fi nds!

SUMMER 2016 @ HMM

History Lectu re Ser ies
Voyage to Antarctica: Ernest Shackleton, Explorer
Extraordinaire
August 9,  2016 |  7 pm - 8 pm

Joi n us to hear R uth Fowler di scuss Ernest
Shack leton's 1914 Imperi al Trans-Antarcti c
Expedi ti on.  Explore the fasci nati ng story of what
happened after they reached the Antarcti c
Ci rcle,  whi ch made Shack leton, hi s crew, and
the Endurance legends i n mari ti me
explorati on.   Admi ssi on to our H i story Lecture
Seri es i s free courtesy of U TC Overseas!

Learn more about Voyage to Antarcti ca

Blu e Star  Mu seu ms
M emori al Day to Labor Day 2016

H M M  i s proud to be a Blue Star M useum thi s
year!  Starti ng on M emori al Day and runni ng
through Labor Day, acti ve duty personnel and
thei r fami li es wi ll recei ve free admi ssi on to the
H ouston M ari ti me M useum. Blue Star M useums
i s a partnershi p among the N ati onal
Endowment for the Arts,  Blue Star Fami li es,
Joi ni ng Forces, M etLi fe Foundati on, and over
2000 Ameri can museums.

Blue Star M useums 
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